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This is the newsletter of the Settlement Workers in Schools (SWIS) program, a partnership of 
the Settlement Sector, School Boards and Citizenship and Immigration Canada.  There are ten 
SWIS programs in Ontario:  SEPWR –Waterloo Region, SWISH - Hamilton, MSEP – Peel Region, 
SEPT- Toronto English, PIDEF-Toronto French, SEPYR-York Region, ALM –Ottawa French, MLO- 
Ottawa English , SWISEW-Windsor and SWIS Niagara.   
For previous SWIS Newsletters, follow the links at www.Settlement.org/edguide 

 
 

Coming to Canada Storybook 
 
 
Coming to Canada, a new children’s storybook by Rukhsana 
Khan, tells of the story of two newcomer children and their 
adjustment to school in Canada.   
 
The book was funded by Citizenship and Immigration Canada 
through the SWIS program.  It is an excellent tool to help 
parents understand the challenge of starting school in a new 
country and how to support their child.  Coming to Canada can 
help all children understand the difficulties faced by newcomer 
students. 
 
Coming to Canada is illustrated by Nasrin Khosravi and 
published by Groundwood books.  The story is ideal for children 
ages 9 to 12. 
 
Settlement workers have copies for use and distribution in 
workshops with parents and school staff.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eight-year-old Khadija, her older brother, Hamza, and their parents are moving from Pakistan to 
Canada. The children’s parents are excited about their new life and so is Khadija, but Hamza is not so 
sure. 
 
The story describes the children’s arrival in Canada, the first sight of their new home and their first weeks 
at school – walking into a classroom to face a sea of unfamiliar faces, trying to use English all day long, 
watching other kids play at recess and feeling like they don’t belong… Hamza, in particular, misses 
everything that was familiar about home – his friends, his school and his grandmother. 
 
But gradually, and in spite of ups and downs, the children start to feel part of their new world. They begin 
to make friends, Khadija discovers the pleasure of reading and Hamza leads a family expedition to the 
library. Then, after several years of driving a taxi, their father finally gets a full-time teaching position 
and their mother finds work too. The family celebrates by embarking on an exciting summer trip to 
explore their new country. 



 
Introduction by Governor 
General Michaelle Jean 
 

The introduction is written by Her 
Excellency the Right Honourable 
Governor General Michaelle Jean. 
She writes about her shock when  
she came to Canada as a child and 
how it took her some time to get  
used to her new life.  “This country  
is your country.  It’s up to you to  
give it your imagination, your talent, 
your view of the world.” 

 
Backpages 
The back pages of the book have useful information for newcomers, including: 

• an explanation of settlement services; 
• information for parents about success in school; 
• how children learn English;  
• the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms; 
• maps of Canada and the world; and, 
• a list of children’s books that can be found in most public libraries. 

 
Ideas for Using New to Canada in a Workshop with Parents 

• Read part of the book to participants (use a document camera and LCD to project the 
photos). 

• Discuss; bullying, name calling, school discipline, the history of immigration to Canada, 
parent teacher interviews, public libraries, differences in school systems, how children 
adjust to change. 

• Predict how the story unfolds. 
• Ask participants to share their favourite books and/or personal stories about school. 
• Discuss the reader’s technique and how parents can read with their child. 
• Discuss the value of reading in first language. 
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