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This is the newsletter of the Settlement Workers in Schools (SWIS) program, a partnership of the 
Settlement Sector, School Boards and Citizenship and Immigration Canada.  There are eight 
SWIS programs in Ontario:  SEPWR –Waterloo Region, SWISH - Hamilton, MSEP – Peel Region, 
SEPT- Toronto English, PIDEF-Toronto French, SEPYR-York Region, ALM –Ottawa French and 
MLO- Ottawa English.  For previous SWIS Newsletters, follow the links at www.Settlement.org/edguide     

 
New SWIS poster 
 

Eight Easy Ways to Prepare 
Your Child for Kindergarten 

 
SWIS has produced a poster that describes 8 easy ways that parents can prepare their children for 
kindergarten.  A copy of the poster is on the back page of this newsletter. 
 
*    Go to the free story time at the library.   
*    Go to the Kindergarten Welcome event at the 

school. 
*    Visit the Parent and Child Centre near your 

home.   
*    Help your child get ready to be away from you. 

*    Talk, read and sign together in your language  
*    Play in the school playground or park. 
*    Teach your child how to put on his or her 

jacket and shoes.   
*    Paint and draw together. 

 
The poster has several unique features. 
• The main message is translated into 17 languages (like the related poster – What is Your Child Doing 

this Summer?) 
• It has space to write in the name and address of the nearest Parent and Child Centre. 
• The selection of the “8 easy ways” was based on the comments of settlement workers, kindergarten 

teachers, library staff, early years workers, school administrators and ESL teachers at a series of 
workshops over the 2005-06 school year. 

 
Ready for School Connects – A Toolkit for School Readiness Programs for Newcomers  
 
Ready for School Connects is a summer school readiness project for newcomer parents in Toronto.   
The project helps newcomer families build skills that ease the transition to school.     
 
From the toolkit…the English language levels required of both children and parents 
in other school readiness program may often go beyond the actual English language 
skills of many newcomer participants…the transition from home to school is both a 
critical and disruptive time for all families, it can be even more challenging and 
destabilizing for newcomer families because of their unfamiliarity with the Canadian 
school system, other related settlement issues and increased levels of social isolation. 



 


