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8 Things Newcomer Students and Parents 
Should Know About Secondary School 

 
 

If you were talking to a newly arrived student or parent and you could tell them 
eight things about secondary school, what would they be? Newcomers are often 
overwhelmed with information, so consider what is most important. 
 
Below is the proposed text for a new brochure about secondary school in Ontario. We would 
appreciate your feedback.  Please send your comments to pdorfman@cicswis.ca.  
 

1 
 

Choosing Courses 
Each year, with their parents help, students must choose their courses.  Your 
choices greatly affect your opportunities after graduation because they decide 
whether you can go to university, or community college, or apprenticeship 
programs or directly to work.  The teachers and the guidance counsellor can help 
you choose courses wisely.  
 
 

2 School Rules 
The school rules may be different from the rules in your first country.   The rules 
about such things as fighting can be very different.   Find out about these rules 
and learn how to get help when you need it.  If you have a problem with another 
student, you are expected to get help from a teacher. 
 
 

3 Homework 
Usually there is homework every night.  Teachers may or may not check your 
homework but you are still expected to complete it.   Some teachers expect you 
to read when you don’t have any homework.    If you aren’t sure about your 



homework, ask the teacher.  Some schools have free tutoring and other programs 
to help students. 
 
 

4 School Clubs and Sports 
After-school clubs (like chess or music) and sports (like soccer and badminton) 
are great ways to practise your English and make new friends.  And they are free 
too.  Find out about the after-school activities at your school. 
 
 

5 Many Students Take an Extra Year 
Many students choose to take an extra year or two to complete high school.  This 
gives them more time to learn English.  It also helps them get better prepared for 
their lives after high school (university, community college, apprenticeship or 
directly to work).  Students and parents should carefully discuss this extra time. 
 
 

6 Parent Teacher Interviews 
Once or twice a year, an important letter is sent to parents inviting them to come 
to a Parent-Teacher Interview.  This regular meeting is when parents learn how 
their child is progressing in school and what they can do to provide support at 
home.   Some schools provide interpreters if needed, or you can bring a friend. 
 
 

7 Attendance 
Schools check attendance every day.  Missing a day in high school is a serious 
matter and should be avoided if at all possible.   If your son or daughter is sick, 
please call the school.  If you don’t phone, the school may phone you. 
 
 

8 Students who are 18 years of age 
Students who are 18 years of age are legally adults.  This means that the report 
card and other information about school work is given to the student, not the 
parents.  In order for parents to receive information from the school, students 
must sign a permission form in the school office. 
 

 
 
 
Due to a computer problem, the distribution list for this newsletter was lost.  If you 
know of someone who should receive this newsletter, send their email address to 
pdorfman@cicswis.ca.  


