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This is the newsletter of the Settlement Workers in Schools (SWIS) program, a partnership of the 
Settlement Sector, School Boards and Citizenship and Immigration Canada.  There are eight SWIS 
programs in Ontario:  SEPWR –Waterloo Region, SWISH - Hamilton, MSEP – Peel Region, SEPT- 
Toronto English, PIDEF-Toronto French, SEPYR-York Region, ALM –Ottawa French and MLO- Ottawa 
English.  For previous SWIS Newsletters, follow the links at www.Settlement.org/edguide     

 
Pilot Project 

 
Form Aims to Speed Identification of Gaps in Schooling 

 
 
A new form may make it easier for schools to quickly identify students who have gaps in their schooling.  
The form is being piloted by the COSTI Reception Centre in Toronto during January and February.   
 
The COSTI Reception Centre provides residential and orientation services for Government Assisted 
Refugees during their first ten days in Toronto.  Other agencies administer similar programs in Ottawa, 
Windsor, London, Kitchener Waterloo and Hamilton.  (See newsletter 25 for more information.) 
 
Reception Centre staff will help the family complete the form (see over), which covers school history, 
language of instruction and health issues.  The family will take the form to the school when they register 
their child. 
 
The need to quickly identify students with gaps in their schooling was first discussed at the SEPT 
Steering Committee (Toronto SWIS project).    Board representatives explained that in the normal 
process, without additional information, it can take time for school staff to learn the family history and 
meet the student’s special needs, if any.   It was also agreed that the privacy of the family must be 
respected and that they should consent to providing the information to the school. 
 
Both the public and Catholic school boards TDSB are supporting the pilot, which will be evaluated in 
the spring.    The evaluation will look at whether the form was helpful to schools, if it should be 
translated and if the form was well received by the families.  (turn over to see form ) 

 
 
CAMH Publishes Photo Novella on Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
The Centre for Addiction and Mental Health has new publications in photo-
novella format on post traumatic stress disorder, depression, gambling, drugs 
and alcohol.  They are part of a kit intended for newcomers affected by the 
Tsunami but are useful for all communities.  For more information about these 
free resources, go to www.settlement.org/tsunami or contact Elizabeth Lynn at 416 
292 7505 x116 



  
 
 


