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This is the newsletter of the Settlement Workers in Schools (SWIS) program, a partnership of 
the Settlement Sector, School Boards and Citizenship and Immigration Canada.  There are 
eight SWIS programs in Ontario:  SEPWR –Waterloo Region, SWISH - Hamilton, MSEP – Peel 
Region, SEPT- Toronto English, PIDEF-Toronto French, SEPYR-York Region, ALM –Ottawa 
French and MLO- Ottawa English. 

 
For Fall 05 
 

Plan for Video on Parent-Teacher Interviews 
 
 
Some newcomers may not be accustomed to meeting one-on-one with teachers to talk about how 
their child is doing in school.  In their first country, there may have been other ways to follow 
their child’s progress in school. 
 
To those unfamiliar with the concept, the term “parent-teacher interview” suggests that teachers 
and parents are interviewing each other rather than having an informal chat about the student.  
Some schools use the word ‘conferences’ but that also has other meanings. 
 
In their first years in Canada, newcomer parents are often overwhelmed by getting settled and 
too many don’t attend interviews in those first important years. 
 
To introduce parents to what happens in parent –
teacher interviews and to encourage them to 
participate, we are creating an eight minute video 
that can be shown to newly arrived parents by the 
settlement worker and school staff.  The video will 
have an elementary school focus and will feature a 
grade three or four newcomer student, the teacher 
and the parents. 
 
The video will be accompanied by a Users’ Guide 
with activities to discuss topics such as questions 
that parents often ask, meeting another time, 
requesting an interpreter, dealing with concerns, 
and how to request a more convenient time for the 
interview. 
 
We would appreciate your comments on the 
proposed messages for the video.  The messages 
will be conveyed by the images, the dialogue and 
the narrator. 

 
 

SWIS Resources Now in 
One Place on the Internet 

 
All SWIS resources can now be accessed at 
www.settlement.org/edguide  
 
There are links to the SWIS Newsletter, the 
Newcomers’ Guides, information about the 
SWIS videos (New Moves and Your 
Library) and to a description of the eight 
SWIS programs. 
 
Settlement.org is the site that provides 
newcomers with information and resources 
to settle in Ontario. 

 



Proposed Messages 
 

• Once or twice a year, the teacher will invite you to meet and discuss how your child is doing 
in school.  Your child will bring home the invitation a week or two after the report card. 

 
• The teacher wants to speak to you.  Most parents come to interviews. 
 
• The interview is an informal conversation between you and the teacher about how your child 

is doing at school.   It only takes ten to fifteen minutes but it is important to be on time. 
 
• The interview is a good way to tell the teacher about your child’s previous education, skills 

in first language and home life. 
 
• The interview will help you understand how your child is learning English and his or her 

speaking, reading and writing skills in English. 
 
• The interview will help you understand your child’s marks on the report card and what can 

be done to help him or her do even better. 
 
• Meeting with the teacher may seem unusual at first but you will be glad that you did it.   

Your child will be pleased because you and the teacher are the most important people in his 
or her life. 

 
• Most parents ask questions at the interview and some write them down before they come. 
 
• If you don’t feel comfortable speaking to the teacher in English, let the teacher know that you 

need an interpreter, or bring a friend. 
 
• Discuss the report card with your child before the interview.  Before the interview, talk about 

what he or she has done well and what could be better.  After the interview, explain what the 
teacher said.  

 
 

 
 
Previous SWIS Newsletters can be accessed through a link at www.settlement.org/edguide or 

directly at www.settlement.org/sys/atwork_library_detail.asp?doc_id=1003378  

Consider these possible scenes…. 
 
As the teacher is hands out report cards, she tells the students that she is looking forward to  
meeting their parents at parent-teacher interviews…. at home, parent and child are talk about the 
report card…the child brings home the notice of interviews… as parents enter the school, they are 
greeted by the principal who directs them to their child’s room….the teacher shows them samples 
of the child’s work to demonstrate how much the child’s skills have grown….the parents ask some 
questions and they talk about how parents can help their child at home…back at home the parents 
and child are happily talking about the interview. 


