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This is the newsletter of the Settlement Workers in Schools (SWIS) program, a partnership of 
the Settlement Sector, School Boards and Citizenship and Immigration Canada.  There are 
eight SWIS programs in Ontario:  SEPWR –Waterloo Region, SWISH - Hamilton, MSEP – Peel 
Region, SEPT- Toronto English, PIDEF-Toronto French, SEPYR-York Region, ALM –Ottawa 
French and MLO- Ottawa English. 
 
 
 

Promoting Participation in Stimulating  
Summer Activities  

  
Newcomers often ask, “what should my child do during the summer?”   
 
Last winter, the SWIS project in Scarborough (cluster one, Catholic Cross-cultural Services) 
convened a meeting of stakeholders to come up with a plan for helping newcomers find 
stimulating summer activities for their children. 
 
Almost 100 persons attended the February meeting including teachers, youth, librarians, 
principals and vice-principals, settlement workers, LINC instructors, public health staff, parks 
and recreation staff and community workers. 
 
From the discussion and the meeting notes, separate strategies were developed for elementary 
and secondary schools.    



 
For elementary schools, a poster was developed for parents.   The key message is What is Your 
Child Doing this Summer?  It’s a great time to make new friends, have fun and keep reading for 
a strong start to school in September.  This message is translated into 18 languages. 
 
The elementary poster promotes programs at public libraries, community centres and Ontario 
Early Years Centres.  Attached to each poster are cardboard containers for copies of flyers from 
each of these programs. 
 
For secondary schools, a separate poster targets students.   The key message is What are You 
Doing this Summer?  It’s a great time to make friends, have fun, do new things and keep 
reading for a strong start to school in September. 
 
The secondary poster promotes programs at public libraries, community centres and community 
programs.  Cardboard containers were also attached to these posters for copies of flyers from 
library, community centre, community leadership, volunteer, mentoring, youth employment and 
similar programs.   
 
The posters can also be used in summer locations such as 
libraries. 
 
Other SWIS projects are using the posters in selected 
locations. 
 
Report Card Letter Reinforces Message 
To reinforce the message, a letter from the principal and a 
small version of the poster can be included in the final 
elementary report card. 
 
The letter reads: 
Dear Parent / Guardian, 
Many parents ask about good things to do with their child over 
the summer. 
 
Summer is a great time to have fun, make friends, and keep 
reading so your child has a strong start to school in September. 
 
We hope you will be able to visit the library and the community 
centre.  If your child is six years of age or younger, you should 
visit the Ontario Early Years Centre in the community. 
  
The nearest library is at: __________________ 
  
The nearest community centre is at: ___________________ 
  
The nearest Ontario Early Years Centre is at: __________________ 
 
On behalf of the school staff, I would like to wish you a happy summer.   See you in September. 
 
 
 

SWIS News and Notes are posted at  
www.settlement.org/sys/atwork_library_detail.asp?doc_id=1003378 

In this example, three cardboard 
containers are attached to each 
poster; one for public library flyers, 
one for community centre flyers 
and one for Ontario Early Years 
Centre flyers. 


